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University of Salento holds the KITFEM Caffé Event 
 
 
The 1st Edition of the KITFEM Caffè Event was held at the Department of Engineering for 

Innovation - University of Salento last Friday 18 of January 2019. 

About 50 participants attended the event among professors from University of Salento & 

professors from other Italian Universities,  students, one local Enterprise association, and some 

entrepreneurs and professionals. 

The meeting began with the greetings of the Department´s Director who explained the 

contribution given by the Department to international mobility and showed the results of the 

collaboration with China, which fueled a multitude of initiatives and several person-years´s 

exchanges of researchers, students and entrepreneurs.  

 

Following a brief introduction to the Kitfem Project and the objectives of Kitfem Cafés, the first 

speech, by Francesca Spigarelli ( University of Macerata and China Centre), illustrated the 

investments of the Belt and and Road Initiative ( BRI). BRI is the well-known strategic initiative 

promoted by the Chinese President Xi Jinping aimed at connecting China with Europe, Africa and 

beyond by land and maritime route, along which huge flows of Chinese investments are being 

channeled since 2013. She shared up-to-dated figures of a very recent report on the 

development and progress infrastructures in China and the Chinese outward investments under 

the BRI framework, which currently represent the privileged means of trade and any sort of 

cooperation with the country. Then she focused on Special Economic Zones, a peculiar modality 

of Chinese accelerated development that in the last few years is making inroads in the partner 

Countries of the initiative. A short discussion followed about how local realities and firms can 

attract or link to some of these investments.  

 

The conclusion of the café was a chance to invite all guests to next café, which will take place on 

February 22 on the implications China´s innovation race for the Italian technology.  

 

 

  

 



 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

  



 
 

  

  
Expanding networks and knowledge through the MSCA - RISE project: KITFEM 

 

With the project "Knowledge and Innovation in, to and from Emerging Markets (KITFEM)", 

Eugenia Godoy -coordinator of the bilateral area of the National Directorate of Cooperation and 

Institutional Integration under the Ministry of Science, Technology and Productive Innovation- 

travelled to Madrid , Spain, and carried out her secondment at  CUNEF and the Madri+D 

Foundation. 

 

 During the first week she participated in a training for the creation of profiles on the RDR - EEN 

platforms and the Training in Technology Transfer. Then, she held interviews with leading 

companies in Space Sciences and visited the Madrid Aerospace Cluster taking into account that 

CONAE is under the orbit of this Secretary of Government of Science. Likewise, she attended an 

Entrepreneurs training where specific presentations were made on the spatial issue and 

presented the financing mechanisms offered by the European Union for third countries, as in 

the case of Argentina. During the third week of work she met with authorities with the Business 

Incubation Center of the European Space Agency (ESA BIC) and the Community of Madrid, where 

possibilities for joint collaboration were explored and the possibility of participating in projects.  

 

She also attended the Mobile Summit, an event that brought together more than 140 leading 

companies in that technology, and in that context, together with CDTI officials, she made more 

than 35 meetings in view of the next call that will be held during the first semester of 2019. 

 

She participated in the event "Women, Science, Innovation" organized by Google Madrid, 

attended by authorities of institutions of great international prestige such as the Stockholm 

School of Economics, the Swedish Innovation Agency, UNESCO and the Polytechnic University 

of Madrid , Elcano Royal Institute, among other institutions and participants. 

 

 Finally, she met with representatives of the Vice Presidency of Knowledge Transfer of the Higher 

Council of Scientific Research (CSIC) to learn about the concepts, tools and strategies related to 

intellectual and industrial property, as a means to increase the competitiveness of companies. 

 



 
 

  

 
 
Exchange of knowledge through the MSCA - RISE project: KITFEM 
 
Emiliano Zapata, coordinator of the area of companies of the National Directorate of 
Cooperation and Institutional Integration, carried out his secondment for the KITFEM project  at 
CUNEF, Madrid (Spain) and at the Madrid + D Foundation. 
 
 The project is basically focused on studying innovative management in the private sector, with 
a focus on innovative methodologies for HR management and participation in the central 
aspects of a company, that is, decision-making, changes in commercial approaches, 
modifications in the processes, and other variables that may be relevant for the management of 
undertakings. For this reason, the target is companies with a scale of HR that allow to detect 
certain norms and formal guidelines or not, of interaction between the actors. 
 
Already advanced the stage of theoretical framework, the need today is to reinforce the 
empirical aspects of the project and collect hard data. Based on this, due to the specificity of the 
topic, since no studies were found that address the necessary variables in Argentina, it was 
decided to collect data by creating a specific questionnaire version for Argentina and apply it to 
a sample of 250 companies, in order to have the information by December 2019. 
 
During his stay in Madrid, Emiliano Zapata held a series of working meetings at the Madrid + d 
Foundation, among which actions were analysed within the framework of the Enterprise Europe 
Network (EEN) platform and he met with companies in Argentina that are operating in the 



 
 

  

Spanish / European market to evaluate how they could begin to participate in the business 
activities organized since the foundation. 
 
He also participated in the annual meeting of the EEN that had 800 attendees, representatives 
of different business centers of the world in the EEN. On the other hand, he met with the Center 
for Industrial Technological Development to analyse the joint actions. 
 
 " The experience was very positive from every point of view. Sharing the work with other 
institutions working in the dynamization of innovative processes for companies and in specific 
internationalization programs is enriching, not only from the point of view of the bilateral or 
multilateral actions and programs that may arise from the meetings , but mainly from the 
knowledge of its support programs for technology-based companies in all sectors, and the 
possibility of integrating these services, strengthening the capabilities of our institution in the 
field, " said the seconded participant  Emiliano Zapata based on his experience. 
 
 Added to this, "Spain and Madrid are one of the main entry doors for Argentine companies that 
want to start operating in the European market, the articulation with our partners there to 
facilitate the softlanding of our ventures is vital, strengthen our ties and integrating these 
interactions into our services also generates significant added value for our companies and 
accelerates their adaptation to new markets, " Emiliano Zapata concluded. 
 
Together with the Secretariat of Government of Science, the University College of Financial 
Studies of Spain, University of Göttingen - Germany, University of Salento -Italy, University of 
Southern Denmark - Denmark, Tec Monterrey University - Mexico, Al Akhawayn University in 
Ifrane - participate in KITFEM.  Morocco, Vietnam National University of Economics and Business 
- Vietnam, Renmin University of China, Peking University - China, JiNan University - China, 
Knowledge Foundation madri + d - Spain, Chamber of Commerce of Hannover - Germany, EKA - 
Italy, NAICA - Italy. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

  

 
 
Research dissemination: EISAM Workshop on Strategic Human Resource Management  
 
 
In April 2019, research on participative practices and their implications for firm’s objectives was 
presented at the 34th EIASM Workshop on Strategic Human Resource Management, hosted by 
Vienna University of Economics and Business. Using workplace data of the European Company 
Survey from 28 European countries, the KITFEM researchers Simon Fietze and Sylvia Rohlfer test 
a multiple mediation model to explore different pathways between practices that allow for 
employee involvement and participation and organisational distal and more proximal outcomes, 
such as human capital, work climate as well as innovation and firm productivity.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participative human resource 
management practices and 

organizational effectiveness: a 
multiple mediation model 

Simon Fietze (University of Southern Denmark) & Sylvia 
Rohlfer (CUNEF)
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KITFEM at the European Academy of Management Conference, hosted by ISCTE-ILU, Lisbon, 
Portugal between the 26-28 June 2019  
 
 

 
 
 
KITFEM researchers Simon Fietze (University of Southern Denmark), Sylvia Rohlfer (CUNEF) and 
Claudio Petti (University of Salento) organize a research track within the Strategic Interest Group 
Entrepreneurship at this year’s annual EURAM conference. A total of 13 research papers are 
selected to present research on “Knowledge Management and Knowledge Transfer in Start-ups 
and SMEs”. Throughout the conference researchers from Southern Denmark, CUNEF, Al 
Akhawayn University Ifrane and University of Salento will present research conducted with the 
sponsorship of KITFEM.  
 
 
 
 
The third KitfeM Caffè about “Knowledge and Technology for Industrial Development: an East-

West Perspective” with a focus on Vietnam 

The third KitfeM Cafè took place, focused on the prospects represented by knowledge and 

technology for the industrial development of Vietnam; this time it was held in Hanoi, thanks to 

the collaboration with Vietnam National University of Economics and Business. 

 

The Cafè, was attended by 30 colleagues from Vietnam National University other Vietnamese 

universities, entrepreneurs, local startuppers and students. Participants were lead in a 

thoroughly insight into the contribution and experiences of the Italian partners of the KITFEM 

project on the industrial development and the spread of innovative entrepreneurship in the 

Vietnamese context. 

 

http://www.euramonline.org/programme2019/strategic-interest-groups/sig-03-entrepreneurship-ent.html
http://www.euramonline.org/programme2019/strategic-interest-groups/sig-03-entrepreneurship-ent.html


 
 

  

 

The event was opened by the Vice Rector of Vietnam National University of Economics and 

Business who greeted the participants, and immediately reached the heart of the matter with a 

young Vietnamese technological entrepreneur illustrating a successful local case concerning the 

Internet of Things (IoT) services for the management of residential real estate assets. 

 

Following I illustrated the pitfalls of the paths and strategies of innovation development in 

emerging companies, the results of the research carried out within the KITFEM project in this 

regards and the prospects of modernization of the Vietnamese industry, which in my view pass 

by setting a balance between the industrial policies and market mechanisms. This in order to 

better profit of foreign direct investments, which now it seems are not producing the expected 

benefits, keeping an eye on Chinese experiences, while at the same time making treasures of 

the recent hurdles. 

 

The meeting was closed by Ms. Adele Caroppo, a lawyer representing the partner NAICA SC who 

spoke on the relevance of a dynamic system for virtuous relations between Government-

University-Industry and the definition of an effective governance based on public-private 

partnerships. To this purpose, she also illustrated a local case, highlighting some good practices 

developed in the Italian South-East subregion of Salento, which could be adapted, based on the 

appropriate peculiarities, to the needs of entrepreneurial development of Vietnam. 

 

The discussions led to an extensive debate, from which emerged the interest in future possible 

local applications of the research and models presented. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

Update on Exchanges 

  

During this period (March-April 2019), a large number of secondments were carried by research 

staff, technicians and managerial staff to facilitate research collaboration between the various 

partners of the KITFEM project and to collect data for the current empirical phases of the overall 

research project. These secondments are managed by the various sending and host institutions 

as well the coordination through CUNEF and include the following: 

- Claudio Petti (UNISAL) is carrying out a 1 month stay at UEB (March 2019). 

- Adele Caropo (NAICA) is carrying out a 1 month stay at UEB (March 2019). 

- Pablo Álamo (CUNEF) is carrying out a 2 month stay at ITESM (March to April 2019). 

- Sonja Franzke (UGOE) is carrying out a 3 month stay at RUC (January to April 2019). 

- Claudio Petti (UNISAL) is carrying out a 3 week stay at JNU (April 2019). 

- Anh Tuan Nguyen (UEB) is carrying out a 2 month stay at UGOE (January to March 2019). 

 

 


