
 
 

 

 
 

KITFEM News nº 11 
 
The KITFEM Project has ended 2018 with some interesting achievments 
participating on actitivies for the the communication of research results to the wider 
public as well as the academic community, and has started the year planning its 
last year of execution.  
 
This edition of the bulletin summarizes the activities done on December 2018, 
January 2019 & Febraury 2019; and presents an overview the planed activities for 
the upcoming months. 
 
Over the last two years 55 academic and non-academic staff has been seconded 
between Europe and emerging economy instititons allowing now to present 
pleliminary findings on the activities carried out by the research work packages.  
  
Workshop "Leadership and teamwork" 

Under Pablo Alamo’s (CUNEF researcher) secondment in Buenos Aires, on 
December 5th, it was held the workshop of  "Leadership and teamwork"; in the 
Secretariat of Science, Technology and Innovation. This internal workshop had the 
attendance of approximately 30 participants, all officials of the Secretariat; who 
learnt about the different profiles in the group; and the received tips and innovative 
methods on how improve teamwork. 

 
Dissemination days on oportinuties on European Programmes 

Under Jesús Rojo’s secondment in Buenos Aires, in December a several 
information and dissemination days were held. In this sense, Mr. Rojo presented 
different opportunities under the H2020; such as the new RISE MSCA call.  During 
this sessions, KITFEM was presented as an example of a success case.  



 
 

 

 
Finally, given the participation of Argentina, through the Science Cultural Center 
(C3), and the Liaison Office Argentina European Union, in the European 
Researchers Night; which will take place in September 2019; preparatory meetings 
with argentinean colleagues were held to plan the up coming activities. 
The objective of the European Research Night is  
is to bring researchers to citizens to know their work, the benefits they bring to 
society and its impact on daily life. It has been held simultaneously in 340 European 
cities since 2005. 

 
First KITFEM Cafè Opportunities of China ‘s internationalization for local 
development 

On January 18th it was held in Italy, the first KITFEM Café to discuss the 
opportunities of China’s internationalization for local development, which had the 
participation of around50 attendants among professors from the University of 
Salento and other Italian universities, local entrepreneurs, professionals and 
students attended the event. 



 
 

 

The meeting began with the greetings of the Department's Director who explained 
the contribution given by the Department to international mobility and showed the 
results of the collaboration with China, which fuelled a multitude of initiatives and 
several person-years' exchanges of researchers, students and entrepreneurs. 

Following a brief introduction to the Kitfem Project; Francesca Spigarelli 
(University of Macerata and China Centre), illustrated the investments of the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI). BRI is the well-known strategic initiative promoted by 
the Chinese President Xi Jinping aimed at connecting China with Europe, Africa 
and beyond by land and maritime route, along which huge flows of Chinese 
investments are being channelled since 2013.  

Gianpaolo Camaggio, President of the Sinoglobal Investments Advisory, shared 
real-life experiences and advices on the challenges and opportunities that local 
SMEs face when approaching the Chinese market and their counterparts. The 
key message of his speech centred on the relevance of understanding Chinese 
culture and habits in order to establish profitable commercial relationships and 
avoid gross (and expensive) mistakes.  

 

 

Research exchange in China 

In February 2019, Work Package 4 succeeded with its second academic 
deliverable, a qualitative study based on interviews with different type of 
expatriate managers. Among the key results, the main categories of knowledge 
acquired abroad by expatriates were identified: people-oriented knowledge and 
task-oriented knowledge. Furthermore, the report discusses the key variables 
and boundary conditions that facilitate and hinder successful knowledge transfer 
of expatriates.  

To support the research activities within Work Package 4, several secondments 
involving researchers from the University of Goettingen and the University of 
Economics and Business, Vietnam National University took place over the last 



 
 

 

months. Currently, Sonja Franzke, a research associate and PhD student from 
Goettingen is on a secondment at the Renmin University in Beijing, China. As 
part of her K.I.T.F.E.M. assignment, she will conduct research and collaborate 
with local scholars. Since her arrival in January 2019, she already had the chance 
to meet up with fellow scholars from Renmin University, to see the famous 
“Forbidden City” and the “Chinese National Museum”.  

 

 
 

EEN Services meetings  

Under the European Enterprise Network, meetings 1x1 done to are to explain the 
services and opportunities available. In this framework, during February several 
meetings were held to present the services to companies. During Agustina Velo’s 
secondment, Argentinean representative visiting FMID in February; FMID 
colleagues presented the possibilities of the EEN to Polar, one of ESABIC 
companies. 

ESA BIC Comunidad de Madrid is the Business Incubation Center of the European 
Space Agency (ESA) and the Community of Madrid. Coordinated by the madri + d 
Foundation, it aims to support start-ups in the space sector or to develop innovative 
solutions based on space technologies for other sector. 

Enterprise Europe Network madri + d is a project co-financed by the European 
Commission, within the COSME program, which provides specialized professional 
assistance to companies and research groups in the Community of Madrid, offering 



 
 

 

technology transfer services, innovation advice, internationalization and access to 
financing in R + D + i. 

 
 

International Day of Women and Girls in Science 

On February 11th , on the occassion of 
the celebration of the International Day 
of Women and Girls in Science, 
proclaimed by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations in 2015, it took 
place  a series of events. 
The celebration aims to draw attention 
to achieve full and equal access and 
participation in women's science and 
girls, achieve gender equality and 

encourage scientific vocations and innovative spirit among girls, encouraging them 
to opt for STEM disciplines (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).  
 
Under this framework, the Royal Astronomical Observatory of Madrid hosts the 
exhibition 'Space Girls, Space Women: A feminine look at space' that after traveling 
through different European cities through the Nereus Network, disembarks in 
Madrid. 



 
 

 

 
Within the background of the exhibition and on the occasion of the International Day 
of Women and Girls in Science, the Madri + d Knowledge Foundation organized a 
round table with 5 women researchers working in the field of space (astronomers, 
astrophysicists, aeronautical engineers ...) to whom the attending students were 
able to ask all those questions that interest them; about their work activity.   
During this fruitful morning five great women  were able to explain to more than a 
hundred school children why and how they became scientists and technologists.  
 
In the afternoon, it was hosted a round table where 5 enterpenAgustina Velo, 
Argentinean representative seconded at FMID during February, assisted to the 
events with other FMID colleagues. 

 

 
 
8th European Forum for Science & Technology: Transfiere  2019 
 
On February 13th and 14th  it was held in Malaga, Spain;  the 8th European Forum 
for Science, Technology and  Innovation Transfiere2019; with the aim 
consolidating its role in promoting knowledge transfer, attracting talent and 
promoting open innovation.  



 
 

 

In this framework it was organized a workshop on Japanese business culture; 
which allowed the participants to learn and understand of doing business with 
Japan.  
Furthermore, the event also had a round table on success stories in the European 
Enterprise Network, Jesus Rojo presented the opportunities under Horizon 2020 
Marie Curie Actions to attract talent for SME’s.  

 

 
   
Second KITFEM Café and workshop on Enterpernuship 
 
As a continuity of the January KITFEM Café, researchers of the project offered a 2-
hour workshop for the Creativity and Innovation Laboratory run by the University of 
Salento, Campus Ekotekne. The aim of this laboratory is to encourage creativity, 
innovation and entrepreneurial culture; to cultivate a spirit of initiative and 
entrepreneurship; to grow managerial and scientific competences; and finally, to 
foster team building capacity.  
Under this framework, providing practical examples with a scientific underpinning, 
Professors Sylvia Rohlfer and Simon Fietze presented company-based research to 
the participating over 70 university and high-school students.They draw out the 
people-based elements underlying technological innovation, particularly in a 
Chinese context and the learning points for European companies. The broader 
scientific context was provided by Prof. Claudio Petti, who organized this event and 
contributed with his research expertise on the Chinese context.  
All researchers involved are working on the KITFEM project, which has received 
funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation program 
under the Marie Skoldowska-Curie grant agreement 734447. 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 Upcoming events! 

Next March 28 it will take place  in Madrid, organized by the KITFEM Partner 
Fundación Madrid+ D; the Madrid Fair for Science and Innovation, which aims to 
promote scientific vocations, to communicate the science and innovation that takes 
place in our universities, research centers and companies, to stimulate interest and 
curiosity in the science of young people, and to show how science influences 
economic development and social welfare, fostering the competitiveness of 
companies through innovation. This Fair is celebrated within the framework of the 
Week of Education favoring the involvement of all educational agents. 
 



 
 

 

More information: http://www.madrimasd.org/feriamadridcienciainnovacion/que-es-
la-feria 
 
 

 
Update on Exchanges 

  

During this period (December 2018- February 2019), a large number of secondments were 
carried by research staff, technicians and managerial staff to facilitate research collaboration 
between the various partners of the KITFEM project and to collect data for the current empirical 
phases of the overall research project. These secondments are managed by the various sending 
and host institutions as well the coordination through CUNEF and include the following: 

- Pablo Álamo (CUNEF) is carrying out a 3 month stay at MINCYT (October to December 
2018). 

- Simon Fietze (SDU) is carrying out a 6 month stay at FMID (July 2018 to January 2019). 
- Fedor Portniagin (UGOE) is carrying out a 3 month stay at ITESM (September to 

December 2018). 
- Sylvia Rolfer (CUNEF) is carrying out a 0.4 month stay at AUI (December 2018). 
- Youssef Chetioui (AUI) is carrying out a 0.7 month stay at CUNEF (December 2018). 
- Harit Satt (AUI) is carrying out a 0.7 month stay at CUNEF (December 2018). 
- Jesus Rojo Gonzalez (FMDI) is carrying out a 1.27 month stay at MINCYT (December 2018 

to January 2019). 
- Claudio Petti (UNISAL) is carrying out a 1 month stay at JNU (November to December 

2018). 
- Jaskolka Thomas-Dawid (UGOE) is carrying out a 1 month stay at ITESM (December 

2018). 
- Chi Anh Phan (UEB) is carrying out a 1 month stay at UGOE (December 2018).  
- Phong Tuan Nham (UEB) is carrying out a 1 month secondment at UGOE (December 

2018). 
- Thomas Schøtt (SDU) is carrying out a 1 month secondment at AUI (December to January 

2019) 
- Ye Liu (SDU) is carrying out a 1 month secondment at AUI (December to January 2019) 
- Sonja Kristin Franzke (UGOE) is carrying out a 2.83 month secondment at JNU (January 

2019- April 2019). 
- Agustina Velo (MINCYT) is carrying out a 1 month secondment at FMID (February 2019).  

 


